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Eligibility Requirements
„Creative Pre-Incubator“ 
Cooperation between accent Inkubator GmbH and FH Wiener Neustadt
By submitting an application, the applicant agrees to the following eligibility requirements for applying and participating in the Creative Pre-Incubator project. 
1. Description 
1.1. The Creative Pre-Incubator project (hereinafter referred to as CPI) is organised by accent Inkubator GmbH (hereinafter referred to as accent) together with the Fachhochschule FH Wiener Neustadt GmbH (hereinafter referred to as FH Wiener Neustadt; both hereinafter referred to as collaboration partners) at the FH Wiener Neustadt at locations in Wiener Neustadt and Wieselburg. The CPI is a structured programme funded by the Province of Lower Austria (Economy, Tourism & Technology – WST3) and the European Regional Development Fund ("ERDF") for a selected group of students, graduates and employees of the FH Wiener Neustadt to develop their business idea with professional support.
1.2. A panel independent of the FH Wiener Neustadt will nominate outstanding business ideas from the applications received from students, graduates and/or employees of the FH Wiener Neustadt, who will be supported in the conception and development of their business projects by the cooperation partners in the course of an academic year within the framework of the CPI (hereafter referred to as applicants or participants in the event of nomination). 
1.3. Both accent and the FH Wiener Neustadt will provide advisory and support services to CPI participants, although participants have no legal entitlement to a specific scope or type of advisory and support services. Participants will not be reimbursed for expenses incurred in applying for or participating in the CPI. 
1.4. Participants do not have a legal right to be admitted to the CPI programme. The panel members decide freely on admission to the Creative Pre-Incubator Programme without giving reasons following a formal examination by the FH Wiener Neustadt.
2. Applying 
2.1. Applications to participate in the CPI must be sent by email only, including all documents listed below, to startupcenter@fhwn.ac.at no later than 2nd November (23:59): 
· Curriculum vitae of all team members including their current contact details 
· Description of the business idea (according to the guidelines: see website) 
· The Eligibility Requirements signed by all team members 

The applicant will receive an email confirming receipt. 
2.2. Any application received after 2nd November 2026 will generally be excluded. Applications submitted after the deadline may still be considered if there are valid reasons. 
2.3. If two or more applicants have a business idea that they wish to develop together with the help of the CPI, the application should include details of each applicant.
2.4. Incorrect or incomplete information in relation to the application, even if it becomes known after being accepted to participate in the CPI, entitles the cooperation partners to immediately exclude the applicant from the CPI.

3. Requirements for participation
3.1. A complete application submitted on time is required for participating in the CPI. 
3.2. All regular students at the FH Wiener Neustadt and associate students in continuing education programmes at the time of application are eligible to participate, even if they are expected to complete their studies or continuing education programme at the FH Wiener Neustadt during their participation in the CPI. Graduates who have successfully completed a regular or associate degree course (continuing education course) at the FH Wiener Neustadt as well as employees of the FH Wiener Neustadt are also eligible to participate. 
3.3. If an applicant interrupts or cancels their studies/continuing education course or is excluded by the FH Wiener Neustadt, continued participation in the CPI is only possible if valid reasons are given. The participant's obligations under these Eligibility Requirements are not interrupted or terminated by any interruption or termination of their participation in the CPI. 

4. Duration of participation
Participation in the CPI is limited to two consecutive academic terms from the respective start date. 

5. Rights and obligations upon participation
5.1. Participants undertake to comply with the house rules of FH Wiener Neustadt GmbH (available at https://www.fhwn.ac.at/). By signing the Eligibility Requirements, they are deemed to have read and accepted them.
5.2. The named contact person is the contact person in the project group for the FH Wiener Neustadt and accent Inkubator GmbH and is responsible for all decisions concerning the project group, e.g. coordination of appointments, obtaining permissions for publications, etc. 
5.3. The participants are entitled to use the premises and the inventory from „StartUp Centers“ der FH Wiener Neustadt at City Campus and at Campus Wieselburg.
5.4. For this purpose, FH Wiener Neustadt, Campus Wiener Neustadt, may issue an access card to the designated contact person of the project group on a case-by-case basis. Participants from Campus Wieselburg will be issued a key, which may be collected from the front desk.
This person is not authorised to use the card/key or the premises it can access for any other purpose. Any transfer of the access card issued to a third party is prohibited.
5.5. The contact person undertakes to lock all rooms properly and to return the access card at the end of the programme (during opening hours).
5.6. Loss of the access card is to be reported immediately to the FH Wiener Neustadt StartUp Center. 
5.7. The workshops and services offered by the CPI are always to be used by the entire project group. Registration takes place automatically. If participants are unable to participate for a valid reason, early cancellation is required for planning purposes.
5.8. Regular meetings between the project group and the supervisors at the FH Wiener Neustadt and accent Inkubator GmbH will be arranged with the contact person. 
5.9. During the funding period, the project groups are required to provide regular updates on the development of their business idea to their supervisors at the FH Wiener Neustadt and accent Inkubator GmbH. The respective contact persons arrange appointments for this purpose in agreement with the project groups. 
5.10. At the end of the two-term funding programme, participants are expected to provide a qualified answer or analysis on the feasibility of their business idea as a first step. This requires a professionally thought-out business plan that can be used by investors and funding organisations. In general, however, the goal of all activities undertaken by the co-operation partners within the context of the CPI is a potential start-up.
5.11 Please note that participants who are not regular students at the FH Wiener Neustadt are not covered by accident or liability insurance and must take out their own insurance. 
5.12. Project teams with a start-up idea can only participate in the CPI if it is ensured that no more than half of the core team is abroad at any one time and for the duration of the CPI programme. Attendance at the various workshops, regular and status quo meetings has to be guaranteed.

6. Crediting 
Following agreement with accent, participation in the CPI can be credited for students currently enrolled in a Bachelor's, Master's or continuing education course at the FH Wiener Neustadt. For this purpose, a suitable application has to be submitted to the respective study programme director, who decides in accordance with iSd § 12 FHStG (Fachhochschul-Studiengesetz idF BGBl I 2011/74) . 

7. Disclaimer 
7.1. The cooperation partners accent and FH Wiener Neustadt accept no liability whatsoever for any infringement of third party rights by the participant (see also the section on plagiarism, intellectual property and publication rights). The participant agrees to hold harmless accent and FH Wiener Neustadt in this regard.

8. Plagiarism, intellectual property and publication rights 
8.1. The applicant certifies that the business idea submitted is their own and does not infringe the rights of any third party, that the applicant has the necessary rights and that the applicant is not in breach of any confidentiality obligations. Any kind of plagiarism (including rights in connection with research projects at the FH Wiener Neustadt) in the application or in the context of activities carried out as a participant in the CPI will lead to immediate exclusion from the CPI, irrespective of possible consequences under civil and/or administrative and criminal law. If a third party makes a claim against a cooperation partner in connection with the participant's project, the participant shall indemnify and hold harmless the respective cooperation partner. 
8.2. Participants retain all intellectual and industrial property rights associated with the CPI project. The cooperation partners reserve the right to use the general scientific results of the participants' contributions in teaching and research and to publish them following consultation with the participants. The participant also grants the cooperation partners the right to publish the results of the participation in the CPI in a scientific context, in particular in specialist journals (print media, electronic media) and to present them at specialist conferences following consultation with the participant.
8.3. All documents (electronic or printed) submitted by the selected participants will remain with the cooperation partners and will not be returned after the end of the CPI. Documents submitted by applicants who are not selected for the CPI will be treated as confidential until a decision on participation is made and, in the event of rejection, will be archived for the period required by legal and contractual reporting obligations. See 10.2 for information on how personal data from application documents is used. 
8.4. A company founded by a participant with the help of the CPI can be listed as a testimonial on the cooperation partners websites, in advertising folders, etc.
8.5 	Participation in the Creative Pre-Incubator does not entitle participants to a presentation, showcase, or other media representation of the project or company by the cooperation partners. The selection and nature of any publications, reference presentations, or communication measures are solely at the discretion of the cooperation partners.
8.6. The CPI project is an ERDF-funded project. Accordingly, the ERDF logo must be used whenever participants use the CPI logo and the ERDF Disclosure Requirements must be observed (Annex 2). If the respective results of the work performed by the participants contain inventions within the meaning of patent or utility model law which originate from the participants themselves, the respective participant has the sole right to register them. If the participant does not wish to exercise this right, however, they have to offer first right of refusal to the cooperation partners.

9. Confidentiality Obligation
Participants undertake not to disclose to third parties any business or trade secrets belonging to FH Wiener Neustadt or accent Inkubator GmbH, or any other facts that must be kept confidential due to their significance and content, even beyond the duration of their participation in the CPI. All information and partial services provided in connection with participation are subject to the strictest confidentiality for the duration of participation. Breaches of the confidentiality obligation are considered significant grounds for exclusion from the CPI and will lead to the corresponding legal consequences.

10. Privacy
10.1. . The applicant/participant undertakes to comply with the provisions of Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of the Council on the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data for the free movement of such data and repealing Directive 95/46/EC and the Federal Act on the Protection of Natural Persons with regard to the Processing of Personal Data (Data Protection Act – DSG), Federal Law Gazette  I No. 120/2017, as amended.
10.2. The applicant/participant acknowledges that the contact details received in the context of the business relationship may be used for direct marketing purposes to provide information on current events organised by the cooperation partners themselves and on relevant topics addressed by the cooperation partners. Contact for direct marketing purposes is made by email or letter. This use is justified as a legitimate interest of the cooperation partners within the meaning of Art. 6 (1) (f) of the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). The applicant/participant can object to such processing for direct marketing purposes at any time by sending an email to datenschutz@fhwn.ac.at without prejudice to the lawfulness of the processing until the consent is withdrawn. Each email also gives you the opportunity to opt out of mailings.
10.3. The applicant/participant acknowledges that their personal data collected during the application process, including but not limited to their name, email address, telephone number and application documents, will be stored and archived within the context of the CPI. The applicant's/participant's data will also be sent to accent Inkubator GmbH for the purpose of evaluating the documents submitted, so that an expert decision can be made by a joint panel of experts. This processing is legitimised by a preliminary contract; any failure to provide the necessary data will prevent the processing and make it impossible to participate. 
10.4. Participants agree that their names, photographs and videos in which they appear may be used by the CPI in the publication of articles for media coverage and may be distributed to the press and media.
10.5. As the funding body, the Province of Lower Austria (Economy, Tourism & Technology – WST3) is authorised to access the participant's data if required.
10.6. The documents submitted by the applicant/participant will be passed on to a panel of experts who will assess the business ideas submitted.
10.7. . In the case of electronic data transfer, the applicant declares that the material they send to the cooperation partners or stores in their systems does not contain any viruses, malware, spyware or similar electronic programs that could damage a third party's system or violate data protection laws. The applicant agrees to indemnify and hold harmless the cooperation partners from and against any and all damages resulting from sending or uploading such software, whether such sending or uploading is done knowingly or unknowingly. 
10.8. The applicant's/participant's data will be deleted 7 years after the end of the respective funding period.
10.9. . In addition, the following rights should be noted: - Right of access to the personal data concerned - Right to object, unless there are legal grounds to the contrary. If you object to the processing of data relating to your participation, this does not affect the lawfulness of previous processing - Right to rectification and deletion - Right to data portability and restriction of processing You can exercise these rights by contacting the Fachhochschule Wiener Neustadt GmbH as the data controller (datenschutz@fhwn.ac.at) - Right to lodge a complaint with the Austrian Data Protection Authority, Wickenburggasse 8, 1080 Wien, Telefon: +43 1 52 152- 0, E-Mail: dsb@dsb.gv.at as the competent supervisory authority

11. Miscellaneous
11.1. Austrian law applies to these Eligibility Requirements.  
11.2. These Eligibility Requirements are subject to change by the cooperation partners. Changes will be published on the FH Wiener Neustadt and/or StartUp Center website.
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By signing this document, I confirm that I have read and accept the Eligibility Requirements. 

First/Last name of the team members: 	Date, Signature of the participants:
	

	

	

	

	




Attachments: 
Attachment 1 … FH Wiener Neustadt Hausordnung (see https://www.fhwn.ac.at/ ) 
Attachment 2 … ERDF publicity guidelines including complete logo 


ERDF publicity guidelines
The participant in the CPI acknowledges and accepts that 
· Funding from the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) and the Province of Lower Austria will be used in the implementation of the Creative Pre-Incubator Project (= the Project). 
· The IGE/ERDF Disclosure Requirements are to be observed and applied. 
The current version of the guidelines can be downloaded here:
http://www.efre.gv.at/downloads/publizitaet (in German only)
In particular, the participant in the CPI is not allowed to modify, edit, limit or extend the versions of the logo provided by the Creative Pre-Incubator department at accent Inkubator without the express consent of said department. 
The participant in the CPI is required to contact the Creative Pre-Incubator department at accent Inkubator with any questions regarding disclosure requirements. 
The participant in the CPI is liable to accent Inkubator and the project for any damage caused by failure to comply with the disclosure requirements (in particular loss of funding) and will indemnify and hold accent Inkubator and the project harmless. 

Read and agreed 
	







Signature

	





Startup/natural person name in block capitals
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